Associations of particular HLA (table 1) . Table 2 shows the HLA antigen prevalences that differed significantly from those of the control population. HLA-AIO, B8, B21, and DR3 were significantly increased in the patient group and HLA-DR5 was significantly decreased.
Several studies have reported the DR4 antigen to be associated with the presence of No significant association could be observed either with DR3 or DR4 antigens and the severity of the disease in our rheumatoid subjects; however, a significant association was noted with the DQw3 antigen (p<005). Sicca syndrome, pulmonary fibrosis, and vasculitis were seen in 13/85 (15%) of our patients. The numbers were too few to determine a significant association with any of the DR antigens.
Discussion
The results of our study showed neither a significant nor a strong association with the HLA-DR4 antigen, but a relatively strong association with HLA-DR3 
